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deftructive, and unconſtitutional Aſſociation, 
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710 THE 


PeoPLE of ENGLAND. 1 


N and Friends 
1K of Liberty, to you I dedicate - 
LS N my Diſcourſe, if this my En- 

deavour to ſerve you, plain as 

it is, will be acceptable, you are moſt hear- 

_ tily welcome. I have not aim'd at Elegance, 
and my Stile is ſo very plain that I have 

' neither 


= 71 Th 
neither ranſack d Horace nor Virgil, nor am! 
ſo polite as to be indebted to our good Friends 
the French. Truth, Equity, and the Good 
of every true - born Engliſhman, have been my 
View, if it is received at your Hands in the 
Manner I meant, I care not who beſides 
ſhall cenſure the Attempt ; of this I am con- 
ſcious, it proceeds from the Heart of one 
who wiſhes well to his Country, a Lover of 
Liberty, and an Enemy to all unjuſt and ar- 
bitrary -_—_— 


Perhaps ſome Marling Critics may find 
Fault with the Reiterations, of which I am 
no ways inſenſible, and would recommend 
my Readers rather to attribute them to a De- 
fire of enforcing the juſtneis of the Cauſe, in 
a Manner that would moſt eaſily give the 
meaneſt Capacities an Inſight into their deſ- 
perate Situation, I wrote it for the Good of 
my Countrymen, eſpecially with Regard to 
thoſe who are liable to be deftreſs'd through 
cruel and wicked Aſſodiations, which certain- 

Wh ly 


„ 

ly comprehends ſuch of my Fellow Sub- 
jects who are moſt expoſed, not only to the 
| Hazard and Danger of the common Enemy 
of Britain, but likewiſe to the Hardſhips 
which may be inflicted upon them by unjuſt, 
over - bearing, infamous, and time - - ſerving 
Aſſociators at Home. 


It is therefore to be ſuppoſed the Genera- 
lity of my Readers have not had the ſame 
Opportunity of improving their Capacities, 
which the more wealthy Part of our Iſland 
have reap'd the Advantage of; however, if 
my Countrymen ſhould find any Benefit, if 
IT ſhould give any Hint to them in their pre- 
ſent Emergencies, or be the Means of their ex- 
tricating themſelves from any Difficulties they 
now labour under, I reſt ſatisſied, and ſhall 
rejoice to think my delivering it to the Pub- | 
lic, will enable us to caſt off any Mift that 
lies before our Eyes, whereby we may judge 
aright, and free ourſelves from the preſent 
impending Storm, which hourly threatens ue 
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TS; 


both at Home and Abroad. I wiſh I could 


ſee every Individual of our Nation exert 


themſelves with that Energy which fired the 
Breaſt of our Forefathers, when the Cauſe 
was Liberty ; then ſhould we reſt happy 
indeed, under the Government of the beſt 


Prince that ever filled the Engliſb Throne. 


If any one condemns me for appearing in 
Public, or ſhould ſay tis no particular Concern 
of mine, or it becomes not me to find Fault 
with my ſuperiors ; I anſwer, that Man who 
tamely ſees the Rights and Properties of the 


whole Nation, nay even of every Individual, 
monopolized by a Few; who beholds thoſe 


Bounties given him by the All-wiſe Creator, 


by cruel and wicxed Aſſociations taken away; 


who views the Chains of Slavery preparing 
for his Country, and endeavours not by every 
Means to extricate himſelf and Fellow-ſuf- 


ferer's; I ſay that Man is a Dupe to Tyran- 
ny, a Foe to Liberty, and an Enemy to his 


Country. | 
To 


(s) 


To be a free People has always been Eng- 
land's Boaſt, our Anceſtors have fought for 
Liberty, and gloriouſly died in its Defence. 
Shall we then prove unworthy the ancient 
Name, and baſely betray ourſelves, nay give 
up our Rights and Privileges, by tamely ſub- 

mitting to bear the Yoke impoſed on us? Oh 
Albion / Raiſe up the wonted Spirit in thy 
Sons, view them not an enſlaved Nation, pi- 
nion'd by unprecedented Meaſures, and de- 
prived of the common Neceſſaries of Life; 
perhaps even now the bleſſed Shades of our 
glorious Anceſtors frown from Above at this 
Delay. Confider, my Countrymen, at pre- 
ſent you chooſe your own Repreſentatives, 
who are bound, nay, it is a Duty ſtrictly in- 
cumbent upon them, (I wiſh I could fay, fo 
truly obſerved as it ought to be) to take Care 
of our Rights and Liberties: How far you 

have been abuſed the preſent Subject will de- 
clare; you are all ſenſible of our Conſtitution ; 
we are under the Government of a virtuous, 
good and wiſe King, whoſe Actions I firmly 
: believe 
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believe are ſway d by Motives of Honour, In- 
tegrity and ſuſtice, and whoſe greateſt Plea- 
ſure conſiſts in the Happineſs of his Subjects. 
Next in Power is the Houſe of Lords, who 
I hope conſider the Welfare of every private 
Man, for upon no other Baſis can a Nation 
flouriſh, or Peace and Plenty enrich the Land. 
The Third and laſt is the Houſe of Com- 
mons, compos'd of a Number of Gentlemen, 
Subjects as well as ourſelves, neither have they 
any Power but what we inveſt them with; 
they are nominated by us, and, in a Word, 
are to repreſent the whole Nation ; to defend 
us from all tyrannical Impoſitions, to redreſs 
all Grievances, and to oppoſe every Meaſure 
that is conducive of ill Conſequence to the 
People in general ; without whoſe Concur- 


rence no Tranſaction can be carried on, nor 


any Law paſs except by their Conſent : Nay, 
the firſt Motion of all National Affairs, Mo- 
ney Bills in particular, are generally made in 
their Houſe. They firſt give their Approba- 
tion, and Aſſent, on every ſuch Law, before 

it 
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it reacheth any Farther. It is next carried 
into the Houſe of Peers, and laſtly receives 
His Majeſty's Confirmation, who like an in- 
dulgent and kind Father readily-grants what- 
ever the two Houſes ſhall approve, not queſ- 
tioning but mature Confideration, and ſtu- 
died Care, are the Reſult of every Thing 
which is brought for his Royal Mandate. 
Is it not then conſpicuous if burthened with 
Taxes who inflict them, does it not appear if 
Laws are made to deprive us of our Liberty, 
who firſt ſet them on Foot, and ſtrove to 
diftreſs us? Are they not thoſe very Men in 
whom we placed an entire Confidence, whom 
we nominated to protect us againſt every 
Outrage, and defend us againſt all injurious 
and deſtructive enen „ 


The Game Act is a Law extremely ſevere 
in itſelf. Does it not forbid the Poor to eat 
of thoſe very Proviſions ordained for their 
Suſtinance? Does it not arm our Superiors 
with a Weapon which may one Day be 

drawn 


- 
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drawn to the Deſtruction of Great Britain? 
Does not the ſame Step lead the direct Road 
to arbitrary Government by depriving the 


Farmers and Country People the Uſe of 
Fire-Arms? A Farmer truly muſt not be 


allowed to keep a Gun in his Houſe, for 


Fear he ſhould diſcharge it at a paltry Par- 
tridge, by which Means he and his Children 


will be rendered incapable of knowing how 
to make a proper Uſe of that neceſſary Wea- 
pon, when their Country calls upon them 
for Aſſiſtance. — I know a very reputable 
Tradeſman i in the City of Weſtminſter, who 
was lately in great Danger of loſing his Life 
through Ignorance in ſuch Matters, he put 
the Butt-end of the Gun to his Breaſt inſtead 
of his Shoulder, and, had it not been for 
plentifully bleeding, the' Conſequence would 

have proved fatal to himſelf and Family. 


Is it not extremely injurious to Liberty 
that the Free- born Subjects of England ſhall 
be deprived of the neceſſary Means of de- 
ending their Properties from Thieves and 
Robbers, 


1 (9) 3 
Robbers, and their King and Coney. from 
the Enemies of both? Tyrannical Power 
is a. dangerous Sword, and if unſheathed a- 
gainſt England, ought not every Briton to be 
in a Capacity of arming in Defence of their 
Laws, Rights and Privileges ? Will Albion's 
Timidity prevent a bold Reſolution, and diſ- 
courage her Subjects from exerting a manly 
Valour, with which, a Love of Liberty has 
hi erto animated every true born Engli/b- 
man? I fay, is every Spark of heroic Fire 
which our Anceſtors fo renownedly glowed 
with, entirely extinguiſhed in our Breaſts ? 
Are we ſo baſe and degenerate, granting our 
Lives only ſpared us, to reſign both Li- 
berty and Property ; tamely ſubmitting to 
every abſolute Command, however arbitrary 
and unjuſt? Or, does there ſtill remain ſome 
little Glimmerings of that noble Spirit, which 
Albion's Ile in every Age, has ſo conſpicuouſ- 
ly and tremendouſly pour'd forth againſt her 
Foes ? If fo, turn your Eyes,\ with me upon a 


dcteſtable . Aſſembly ; obſerve a Penal Law 
Cc | carried 
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carried beyond the Cruelty of a Nero; a Law, 


the moſt ſevere England ever produced; a 


Law, which ſtrikes directly at our Freedom, 
proſecuted with the utmoſt Severity by infernal 
Aſſociations, to the Deſtruction of Liberty. 


An Aſſociation the wickedeſt that ever en- 


tered into the Mind of deſperate Man. A 
Plot ſo horrid that ſtartles human Nature at 


the very Thought. Not contented with the 


Calamities a long and bloody War may bring 
upon us, like Bloodhounds, whoſe Thirſt is 
not aſſwaged by the Maſſacre which our 
Country's Enemy have made with us Sons 
of Freedom. I ſay, ftill thirſting after more 
Blood, they have entered into a diabolical 


Aſſociation to plunder us of our Proviſions, 


to rob us of our Liberty, and to bring every 
honeſt Man to Poverty and Ruin. 


_ - Unawed by Power, Human or Divine, in 

open Defiance of God and Man, our Public 
Papers are defiled with their peſtilential Ad- 
vertiſements. How frequently have theſe 
Aſſociators 
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Aſſociators therein deſired, or rather ordered, 
every Nobleman and qualified Gentleman, 
whether Aſſociator or not, to place a Ticket 
upon every ſuch Parcel of Game, they ſhould 
condeſcend to treat an honeſt Man with, 
ſhewing to all the World that they, and 
5 only they, had a Prerogative ſo to da. May 
we not aſk who gave them that Authority? 
Is it authoriſed by Parliament? No, unleſs 
they would have i it believed their own infer- 
nal Aſſociaton is ſuch. How often do we 


read, the Noblemen and Gentlemen aſſoci- 
ated for the Preſervation of the Game all 
over England, are defired to pay in' their 
Subſcription as uſual to and . a 
| Subſcription entered into by thoſe who call 
themſelves Exgliſbmen, many of whom are 
nominated by us to protect our Liberties, 
and defend us from all Inſults and Oppreſ-- 
fions ; Men of Subſtance and Fortune, wha 
can find no other Way to employ their 
Wealth (than by entering into wicked, inſi- 
dious Combinations) to diftrefs and lay in 
Waſte our fruitful Country, and are joined 

C2 together 
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together to ſlau 55 and deſtroy thoſe very | 
Men, who are'the Source of all their Riches. 


How frequently do we ſee, the Noblemen 
and Gentlemen aſſociatied for the Preſer- 
vation of the Game all over England, being 
deſired to meet at the St. Alban's Tavern, 
Sc. Might not we aſk, Who are thoſe 
Aſſociators for the Preſervation of the Game 
all over Eng/and? Are they not in general 
a Tribe of Placemen, Penſioners and fawn- 


ing Sycophants (unauthoriſed by Parliament) 


aſſembled, without the Fear of God before 
their Eyes, to rob us of thoſe Bleſſings given 
by the All-wiſe Creator ? To plunder their 
Fellow-ſubje&s, and trample under Foot all 
ſuch, as are not able to defend themſelves 
againſt their dark and powerful Wiles? An 
Afociation Friends to France, and Enemies 
to Britain. O my Countrymen! cry aloud 
for a general Exportation, let us tranſport 
them to their native Soil, for they are con- 
traband, and prohibited in England. Theſe 
Exotics, cloak d under the Sanction of a. 
Law, 


6 

Law, are undermining (and heaving like 
Moles, perpetrating dark and horrid Schemes 
to overturn our happy nnn and row 
us of our F reedom. | 


Let us then 0 by what Means we 
are deprived of theſe innocent and ſalutary 
Amuſements, which our Fore-fathers, then 
free Britons, ſo undiſturbedly enjoyed; they 
roſe with the Morning and purſued their 
Sports; then could an honeſt Farmer, after 
the Heat and Fatigue of the Day, regale 
himſelf with the Fruits of his Labour; I 
ſay, he could ſet down with his Friend, and 
make a hearty Meal upon that Hare which 
his own Fields had reared, without the Fear 
of being carry d before a Juſtice, and having 
a heavy Penalty inflicted on him, for cating 
that Food which had been bred up at his 
own Coſt. Is it not hard, Severity ſhould 
extend her Iron Juriſdiction in ſuch a Man- | 
ner, that a Man is not allowed to taſte of the 2 
Bleſſings which God himſelf made common | 

to 


(14 E 
| to all Men? How cruel to the Huſband- : 
man! at whoſe Charge alone theſe very Ani- i 


mals are ſupported, that he muſt quietly 
| ſuffer them to prey upon his Harveſt, and 
|] deſtroy thoſe Fruits for which he muſt be 
l | accountable to theſe Aſſociators (who inflict 
| | ſuch Hardſhips upon him) for his Rent. I 
Ul | ſiay, is it not moſt amazingly unjuſt, that he 
muſt tamely permit theſe Devourers, to glean 
the Profits of his Labour, and dares not, if 
he has a Mind to, regale himſelf or Friend, 
with what by Right are his own Property, 


without the Hazard and curſed Impoſition 
of an exorbitant Fine ; mean while theſe In- 
vaders of our- Liberty, theſe Noblemen and 
- Gentlemen Aſſociators, undiſturbedly enjoy 
thoſe Bleſſings; rioting in Luxury, and in 
Purſuit of their Game, deſtroy all Fences and 
every Thing that comesin their Way; which 
Outrage and Violence the poor Farmer after 
he has ſeen it committed, and viewed that 
Prey carried off triumphantly, which his own 
Corn had fed, muſt make good all Damages, 
1 | and- 


(15) 

and put up with every Infult received from 
theſe mighty Aſſociators: Not only chagrin'd 
by theſe unjuſt Oppreffions, but likewife 
mortified in ſeeing his Oppreſſors wantonly 
deſtroy thoſe very Proviſions' they have for- 
bid him to eat, Fi whoſe Induſtry they are 
ſolely maintained. 


| Conſider the Hardſhips every Man muſt 


endure under theſe Circumſtances, cruel to 


all, but to the laborious Countryman in par- 
ticular, who muſt pacifically ſuffer, not only 


theſe Aſſociators, but any one whom they 


ſhall think proper to call a Servant, to tram- 


ple down his Corn after that Covy of Birds 


which he dares not touch. Such Plunder 
perhaps the Maſter may reap the Advantage 


of, but not unlikely, authorized by his 


Power, Fohn tramples down the Ears of 


Wheat, deſtroying the poor Man's Crop to 


enrich himſelf, or treat ſome private Friend, 
It is not the induſtrious Countryman alone 
who labours under this Grievance, it reaches 

N even 
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even the Throne itſelf; for how many brave 


Soldiers have and may be loſt by theſe deſtruc- 


tive Means, God only knows. Should our 


Wives ever ſo earneſtly deſire a Hare, Part- 
ridge or ' Pheaſant, how would you ſatisfy 


their Longing? Every one is too ſenſible of 
the pernicious Effects that are to be dreaded 
from ſuch a Diſappointment. A Woman, 


the Comfort of your Life, for whoſe Safety 
and Welfare you would ſpend your whole 
Wealth, in the Perils of Child - bearing, 
yearning for the common Neceſſaries of Life, 
and abſolutely put out of your Power to pro- 
cure it for her, which Denial may very pro- 
bably prove fatal to the Wife of your Boſom, 
and rob you of a Son and Heir. Thouſands 
and Thouſands may fall a Sacrifice by theſe. 


wicked Inſtigators, Children in Embrio, 


whoſe Lives might be of the utmoſt Service 


to their Country; Heroes, valiant and ſagaci- 


ous, able to defend their King from his Ene- 
mies s Abroad, and protect him from wicked 


Coun- 
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Counſellors, from the Malice of dangerous, 

inſinuating, undermining and Blood - thirſty 
Traitors at Home. Our bleſſed Saviour him- 

ſelf tells us, Twere better that a Mill tone 

were hang d about his Neck, and that he were 

drowned in the Depth of the Sea, than be 

 Jhould hurt one of his Little Ones. 


Can theſe Abettors and Plotters of their 
Deſtruction anſwer this to themſelves ? Will 
not their Conſcience be a Torture, when 
unborn Babes ſhall riſe up againſt them at 
the Day of Judgment? For the Murder of 

a2 Man, there's the Life of the Offender, 
this is ſome Recompence, but for the Lives of 
Thouſands thus taken away, what Recom- 


pence can be made? Patiently muſt we 
endure all this without Redreſs? Oh Eng- 
land ! where is thy Equity? Thoſe very 
Birds which prey upon us, and are reared in- 
tirely at our Expence, which might be juſtly 
ſtiled a Part of our Wealth, by unprecedent- 
ed, and tyrannical Aſſociations we are de- 

9 bared 


ſor the laſt: Thus, Step by Step, we may be 
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bared the Liberty of enjoying; at the ſame 


Time we muſt ſuſtain the Injuries of an im- 


pertinent Villain, trampling over our Grounds, 


and laying every Thing waſte : Better had 
it been for us we had never known theſe 
Bleſſings, than now to be deprived of them 
by ſuch wicked Means, as point out the di- 


rect Road to Tyranny and Deſtruction. 


I ſhould not at all wonder if ſome Years 
hence a Man may not call his Wife or 
Daughter his own ; neither would it ſurprize 
me, if theſe diabolical Aggreſſors ſhould pro- 
duce a Law, to bring up every poor Man's 
Daughter for the Pleaſure of theſe Aſſociators, 
impowering them likewiſe, to debauch our 
Wives, and enſlave us at their own free 
Will. However baſe this may at preſent | 


ſeem to every thinking Man, it is but a very 


little beyond the other ; the firſt is our Pro- 


perty, and we can claim no greater Security 


led 
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led on, "ll Slavery . us, then 
will our Eyes be open'd, in vain ſhall we 
then ſtrive for our long-boaſted Liberty, 
when our Oppreflors, by Power, prove their 
Authority, nay even vindicate their Conduct 
in ſeizing our Wives, Children, and Poſſeſ- 
ſions, telling us at the ſame Time, tis ſuf- 
ficient we are indulged to breathe the freſh 
Air ; that all our Labours and Gains belong 
to them, and we enjoy no one Thing but 
by their Clemency ; inſomuch that they will 
neither ſhew Mercy nor Humanity to the in- 
ferior Part of Mankind, nor regret their De- 
{truction, more than the Hare, which is run 


down by their Dogs, but as willingly pull 

the Trigger of a Gun, aimed at our Lives, 

as to diſcharge it at a Partridge or Phea- 

ſant. Was it for this, ye Men of England, 

you lodged ſuch abſolute Authority in the 

Hands of ſome of theſe over- bearing Aſſo- 

ciators? Was it to ruin and diſtreſs their 

Fellow-ſubjects that you ſuffered them to fill 
| thoſe once honourable Poſts ? Should the 
groming Evil increafe, I'll maintain it, we 

D 2 ſhall 
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- ſhall enjoy more Indulgence under abſolute - 
8 7 


Let us therefore, either ſeek Redreſs for 
our known Grievances, or at once give up 
that Power which is lodged in the Hands 
of the People: Greater Hardſhips 'tis im- 


poſſible to endure ; it may be, we ſhall have 
our ancient Rights again reſtor'd, and freely 
partake of thoſe Bleſſings which every free 
Briton ſhould enjoy. I would not mean to 
be underſtood, that there 1s not an honeſt 
Man among the Noblemen and Gentlemen 
of England, far be it from my Heart, but 
the preſent Contagion may ſpread ; one bad 
Sheep infects the whole Flock, and many 
Men, whoſe Hearts are now good, partly 
by wicked Companions, and partly com- 
pelled through a Fear of that Power which 
theſe Aﬀociators are every Day engroſſ- 
ing; I ſay, they may be brought over like 
theſe worthy Patriots, to dedicate them- 
felves, and Fortunes, to the Deſtruction of 


their Countrymen. At preſent, to their 
Praiſe be it ſpoken, there are many Gen- 
tlemen 


(466) 
tlemen of Honour, Integrity and Probity, 
whom we have the Happineſs to call our 
Repreſentatives ; may their Number increaſe, 
and fave a ſinking Nation. Certain it is, 
there are too many who have turned the 
Power they were intruſted with, into a Lad- 
der to climb up to Tyranny; that, once 
eſtabliſhed, they may throw off the Maſk, 
and ſhew themſelves in their crimſon Dye, 
when the Means by which they aſcended, as 
now altogether uſeleſs, will be cut off, and 
we ſhall be lopp'd down like falling Trees. 


A Militia-Bill, lately paſſed in the Houſe 
of Commons, although it did not ſucceed 
in the other Houſe, by which they intended 
to arm the whole Nation in defence of our- 
ſelves, againſt the common Enemy. Let 
us aſk two or three Queſtions upon the 
fame Head. Is it to defend our Privileges ? 
Are they not already taken away? What 
Need have we then to take up Arms in De- 
fence of that which is long fince gone ? 
Are we not deprived of our Liberty, which 

| til! 
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till now we have unmoleſtedly enjoyed ? 
Why are we then compelled to the Fatigue 
of martial Exerciſe? Not to protect ourſelves 
tis very obvious, but to keep us till Slaves, 
to lay down our Lives in Defence of thoſe 
very Men, thoſe very Aſſociators, who have 
taken from us our moſt valuable Treaſure, 
who have robbed us of our long boaſted 
Freedom, and deſtined us to ſink under the 
Burthen of Oppreſſion and Tyranny. With 
Shame be it ſpoken, that Britons ſhould 
tamely ſubmit, after they are ſtript and pil- 
laged of every Thing that is dear to them, 
to defend and fight for the Uſurpers of our 
F reedom, ſtill to maintain the Power in their 
own Hands, thereby to drain what little we 
have left, and diſtreſs us with more Grie- 
Vances. SY 


What ſignifies it to us, if we muſt be 
Slaves, who we ſubmit to ? The Burthen is the 
ſame under one Maſter, as another; tis not 
in the Name, but the Affliction, that the Pain 
lies; therefore, if we cannot diſengage our- 

E | ſelves 
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ſelves from the curſed Hardſhips, which at 
preſent load'us ſo heavy, what Matter is it, 
whether we are Slaves to ourſelves, or to 
France; if our Oppreſſors will tyrannize, for 
God's Sake, my Countrymen, let it not be 
ſaid we beg for Bonds, and fondly yoke our- 
ſelves in Slavery's Chain ; let us not fight in 
Defence of Tyranny, and forſake our Wiyes 
and Children, to ſupport thoſe Miſeries we 
have too long bore ; rather let us contentedly 
ſee the Army of our Country's Enemy de- 
ſtroy and lay waſte our plentiful Fields, 
than longer ſuffer the Swarm of Locuſts, 
and be devoured by ourſelves ; let the Aſſo- 
ciators, the Uſurpers of our Privileges, pre- 
ſerve their ill-gotten Power, or be ſubject like 
us, to thoſe Hardſhips we are already inflict- 
ed with. Let theſe Aſſociators conſider, if 
there is a Man amongſt them not entirely 
devoid of Reaſon and common Humanity, 
he cannot but acknowledge the cruel Op- 
preſſion with which we are galled. 


Let 


. 


Let him then think whether a People, 
robbed of their ancient Liberties, debarred 
thoſe Bleſſings which the Supreme God 
made common to all, will, with any De- 
gree of Courage, take up Arms in Defence 
of thoſe very Men who have enſlaved them. 
It muſt certainly be ſo, our own Properties 
are already gone, therefore we have Nothing 
to loſe, A Man is not ſuffered to keep a 
Gun in his Houſe, to inſure what little he 
has by his Diligence acquired; he is not 
permitted to defend himſelf, and Family, 
againſt Thieves and Robbers, but as ſoon as 


| theſe Noblemen and Gentlemen Aſſociators 


obſerve the leaſt Degree of Danger towards 
themſelves, he is compelled to bear Arms, 
to protect their Effects, neglecting both 
his Family and Buſineſs to ſecure them 
in their tyrannical Power. Is it then rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, a Nation once fa- 
mous for Valour, a free People uncon- 
trouled by illegal Aſſociations, who enjoyed 

| their 
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their Rights and Privileges unmoleſted, the 
very Envy of all Europe, nay, even of the 
whole World. I fay, can it be ſuppoſed 
this Nation under their preſent Grievances, 
oppreſſed with deteſted Cruelties, and de- 
prived of their Liberties, can, with Hand 
and Heart, exert their Courage, and lay 
down their Lives in Support of the very 
Men, who endeavour to over-turn their Con- 
ſtitution, and bind them with the Chains of 
Slavery ; who have plundered them of their 
Poſſeſſions, and reduced a People, whoſe 
Liberty has been hitherto their greateſt Boaſt, 
to the loweſt Degree of Wretchednets and 
Miſery ? 


Whereas, on the other Hand, let them 
but reſtore our long accuſtomed Privileges, 
let them but turn their Aſſociation: for the 
| Preſervation of the Game, into an Aſſocia- 
tion for the Preſervation of their Fellow- 
Subjects, together with every other unjuſt 


: E Pro- 
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Proceeding, ſo that the honeſt Man may en- 
joy thoſe Bounties, ordained for the Poor, 
as well as Rich; I ſay, let them but diveſt 
themſelves of that uſurped Power, which 
now prevents every free Briton, from en- 
joying his long accuſtomed Liberty, and I 
don't queſtion but with our wonted Courage, 
the whole Nation will be combined, to de- 
fend the Properties of every Individual. 


The late Plan of a Militia-bill would un- 
doubtedly have been of infinite Service, in 
protecting us from our common Enemy; 
but then, if Weapons had been put into 
our Hands, could it be reaſonably expected, 
that whilſt we are labouring under ſuch 
grievous Oppreſſions at Home, we ſhould 
turn the Edge of our Swords againſt the 
external Foes of Britain, when we have in- 
- ternal Enemies, much more obnoxious to 
every free-born Engliſhman? Where is the 
Man, who will carry a Gun, and perhaps 
periſhing with Hunger, paſs by thoſe Pro- 


viſions 


(6 
viſions ordained for his Uſe, not daring to 
ſatisfy his craving Appetite, becauſe he ſpoils 
theſe Tyrants Sport? Can it be ſuppoſed 
this Man, who is debarred the common Con- 
veniencies of Life, will lift up his Arm with 
any Spirit in Defence of thoſe who enſlaved 
him? Firſt let them redreſs this Grievance, 
my Countrymen, and they ſhall find free Bri- 
tons aſſume that Courage which has hitherto 
raiſed England's Glory ; then ſhall we be ani- 
mated by a noble Cauſe, and take up Arms to 
defend our King, Ourſelves, our Properties, 
and Liberties; arouſed by which, France 
ſhall tremble at our Name, and our victo- 
rious Cannon ſhall roar at the Gates of Paris. 
Till then, let our Swords ruſt in their Scab- 
bards, and our Revenge lie ſmothered. It 
is theſe very Aſſociators, Men who ought 
to protect our Liberty, who have robbed us 
of it ; certainly they have the ſame Power to 
give, as to take away, therefore let them firſt 


reſtore us to our loſt Freedom, and relin- 
| Ea. _ qnith 
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quiſh all thoſe tyrannical Pretenſions, which 
have of late Vears ſubſiſted, and ſeem to 


be daily encreaſing; let them do this, and | 
they may ſafely rely on our Bravery. 


Then may England again reſt ſure upon 
her own Defence, nor tottering, lean upon 
treacherous Allies: Then Plenty and Peace 
| ſhall enrich our Land, or glorious Wars re- 
ward the Soldiers Valour. Then ſhall we be 
ſav'd the heavy Expence of Foreign Troops, 
and every pernicious Contingency appertain- 
ing thereto. How much more are we to 
be depended on, when inſpired by a Love of 
Liberty, to redreſs our King and Country's 
Wrongs? It will add a double Force to our 
Swords, and our brandiſhed Arms ſhall make 
the Frenchmen tremble ; let it ſuffice to ſay, 
England is enraged, and poureth forth her 
Wrath againſt an Enemy. In a foreign Army 
who can truſt? May we not expect the 
fame rueful Conſequences, which Britain 


has herctoſore experienced on the like Oc- 
_ caſton ? 


629) 

caſion? However, if they don't attemp| 
to plunder us themſelves, the Man wh 

fights for Pay, cares not how the Event is, 
ſo he but reaps his own Gains; therefore the 
Maſter who beſt pays him, wins his Heart, 
Thus, my Countrymen, we may be over- 
; reached, our Trade and Commerce ruined, 

our Cities plundered, and our Ships carried 
into ſtrange Ports. Oh Albion! raiſe up your 
| drooping Head, and you ye Guardians of 
our Country, recall that baſe and deſtructive 
Law, which at preſent over-whelms us with 
unmeaſurable Woes ; ſet us but free within 
ourſelves, unmanacle thoſe Hands, which 
have been too long bound, then ſhall 
Courage reſume her wonted Station, and 
while by Land we conquer all our Foes, our 
gallant Fleets ſhall reign ſole Sovereign of 
the Seas. 


Let them meditate on this, and if after 
mature Conſideration, _ do not find all 
that 


—_ 
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that I have ſaid to be ſtrictly juſt, and 
equitable; if they can point out to me a Paſ- 
ſage in Scripture, forbidding all Men under 
ſuch a Rank, to feed upon the Bleſſings of 
the Earth, I am fatisfy'd; but if on the con- 
trary, they agree, God gave them for the Uſe 
of Man, to the Poor as well as Rich; why 
are we debar'd them? Our preſent Circum- 
ſtances thus dangerous, the Conſequences ſo 
terrible, let us cry aloud for Redreſs ; let us 
exert ourſelves my F ellow-ſufferers whilſt we 
can be heard ; there may come a Time, when 
the Power of Speech will be deny'd us; let - 
ws with a ſteady Reſolution apply ourſelves 
to our Repreſentatives, ſet forth our Calami- 
ties; point out to them our Miſeries ; - and 
ſhew them the Errors of their Predeceſſors; 
on which theſe Aſſociators have built ſuch a 
terrible Superſtructure, that ſeems, unleſs 
ſpeedily overturn'd, to threaten ail England 
with irretreivable Ruin. At the ſame Time, 
let us unanimouſly enter into an Aſſociation, 


for the Preſervation of ourſelves; let us, like 
= true 
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true Britons, protect our Fellow-ſufterers, and 
vigorouſly ſupport them againſt theſe terrible 
Volcanos ; let us, by a general Subſcription, 
defend our poor Countrymen, and reſcue 
them from the Jaws of theſe Devourers ; let 
us make it one common Cauſe, to ſupport 
thoſe Sufferers, againſt whom ſuch wicked 
Proſecutions are carried on; let Petitions be 
drawn up from every Part of the Kingdam ; 
let us, with one Voice, cry aloud for Juſtice, 
Countrymen, and Citizens, with equal Ener- 
gy ; let us all ſeek a Remedy for our preſent 
Grievance : The Calamity 1s the ſame on one 
Hand as the other ; at preſent, 'tis true, it 
more ſenſibly touches the Huſbandman but 
every Citizen, who is not poſſeſſed of one 
Hundred Pounds a Year, is liable to the 


ſame Penalty, for eating that Food which 


God made common to all; you have the 
fame Loſs of Freedom to regret, and the 
fame fatal Conſequences to dread ; therefore, 
I fay, in this our preſent rueful Dilemma, let 
us exert ourſelves like true Britons, let us fly 

tc; 
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to thoſe who have taken upon them to pro- 
tect us, and appear as becomes every Eng- 
hſhman, when their Liberty is at Stake; 
which I make no Doubt will warm our Le- 
giſlators with ſuch a Spirit of Patriotiſm, that 
they will let us no longer groan under this 
ignominious Weight, but, like their glorious 
| Anceſtors, be ambitious to deſerve their 
Country's Praiſe. Mean while theſe Aſſo- 
ciators, their Error being ſo conſpicuous, 
which Term I chuſe to mollify ſuch Pro- 
ceedings; let them, like true Britons, when 
*they find themſelves in the Wrong, not 
baſely contend, but honourably | give it up ; 
let their Readineſs appear to redreſs this 
deteſtable Grievance, let them uſe their ut- 
* moſt Efforts to repeal the Game-Act, at 
leaſt ſo far as relates to the Hardſhips here 
complained of; and thereby ſhew to all the 
World, they need only be made ſenſible of 
2 Miſtake, and they correct it. 


We 


„ 

We are all liable to be miſled; human 
Nature, is and ever has been ſubject to Fail- 
ings, therefore to acknowledge it, when 
we are ſo, ſhews the greateſt Wiſdom in 
him who confeſſeth his Fault. Let them 
do this and they will thereby wipe off that 
Odium, which otherwiſe, to perpetual Ages, 
will caſt a Slur upon their Memories, and 
make their Names as odious to Poſterity, as 
the Dzlatores of Rome, or the notorious Emp- 
Jon and Dudley of England. Thus, by exert- 
ing the fame Spirit to protect their drooping 
Country, as they have lately ſhewn to preſerve 
the Game, they will crown themſelves with 
Laurels, and be adored by their Countrymen.” 


To convince you that this Aſſociation is 


intirely illegal, and that the Aſſociators are 


under the Laſh of the Law, and may be 


handled very ſeverely- for their Combinati- 
on: All Aſſociations and Combinations that 
tend to the Annoyance of the public Tran- 
quility, are abſolutely contrary to the Conſti- 
tution of England; and, every Man acting in 

F ſvch 
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ſuch conſert, even in Defence of his Majeſ- 
ty's ſacred Perſon is liable to be proſecuted 
accordingly. After the laſt Rebellion in the 
Year 1746, there was an Act made on purpoſe 
to indemnify ſuch Perſons therein ſpecified, 
who had, during thoſe inteſtine Broils, com- 
bined together in the Support of their So- 
i s Rights and Perſon. 


p If therefore it was judged neceſſary to take 
ſuch a Step for the Safety of thoſe who aſſoci- 
ated for the Preſervation of thick Prince upon 
the Throne ; is it not from hence evident that 
theſe Kind of Aſſociations or Combinations 


are in themſelves illegal and unconſtitutio- 


nal? And thoſe who act in ſuch open Defi- 
ance of the Law, on ſuch over-bearing and 
deſtructive Principles, as them we are now 


| ſpeaking of, are liable to, and ought to be 


proſecuted with the utmoſt Severity our 
Laws can inflict? Which is elegantly ſet 
forth by a worthy Magiſtrate of the County 
of 
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of Middleſex, in his excellent and learned 
Charge to a Grand Jury ſome Vears ſince, 
wherein he tells them, they are to enquire 
of Barretry, Maintenance, and Champerty, 
which he has clearly proved to be very great 
Crimes, and it is a Pity they are not oftner 


proſecuted. 


> 


* Barretry is, ſtirring up of Suits and 
Quarrels amongſt the King's Subjects, which 
otherwiſe would be in Peace. 


7 A is, the raking 3 in Hand, 
bearing up, or upholding of Quarrels, or 
Sides, to the Diſturbance, or Hinderance, of 
common Right. | 


+ Champerty is, the maintaining, and 
carrying on of Suits and Cauſes, at their 
F 2 - own 

* Edw. L Stat. 2. 


5 1 Edw. III. Chap. 14. 20 Edw. III. Chap. 4 
1 Rich. II. Chap. 4. | 


t 33 Edw. I. Stat. 2. 3 Edw. I. Chap. 25. 
33 Edw. I. Stat. 3. | 
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own Coſt and Charges, to have Part of the 
Land or Thing in de or Part of the 
| Gains: 8 


On either of which 8 theſe Aﬀſo- 
ciators might be proſecuted. 


The en will find as good Sport, 
granting the Act repeal'd, as they can meet 
with at preſent. There is no Breaſt but 
what is ſuſceptible of Reſentment ; if fo, an 
injured People, whoſe Rights are monopo- 
liz'd, and whoſe Properties are engroſs'd, 
will not fail of giving themſelves all the Sa- 
tisfaction in their Power, they will, we may: 
depend upon it, embrace every Opportunity 
of deſtroying what they cannot enjoy; and 1 
much Queſtion if more Birds do not fall a Sa- 
crifice, and are cruſh'd in the Egg- ſtate by 
that Means, than would be ſufficient to ſupply 
the whole Nation, were they permitted, as 
formerly, to fire their Guns in ſupport of 
themſelves and Families, as well as to deſtroy | 

an 
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an Enemy. Every one would then be careful 
to preſerve all Sorts of Game, till they came 
to their Maturity, and not, as is now practis'd, 
deſtroy every Thing they come near. Theſe 
arrogant Aſſociators might then follow as 
good a Chaſe, and bring down as many Brace 
of Partridges, or Pheaſants, as they can at pre- 
ſent; beſides it would be pointing out ſome 
Recompence to the Farmer, and enable a 
ſober induſtrious Man to earn a Shilling in 
an honeſt Way, at a Time when he would 
otherwiſe be idle, and put it in his Power to 
treat himſelf, or oblige a Friend, with what 
at preſent is often impoſſible. All things 
throughly conſidered, when urged by a gene- 
ral Eccho of the Peoples Voice, every Mem- 
ber ſpurr'd on by thoſe Plebeians, whom 
he is in Parliament to repreſent; will, I - 
hope, as becomes a wiſe and good Ruler, let 
us no longer groan under the heavy Weight 
of oppreſſing Bonds, but ſpeedily and ho- 
nourably free us from thoſe Hardſhips, 


WE 


„ (38) 5 
we have lately fo patiently endur'd. And 
_ theſe Aſſociators, who at preſent ſo unwor- 
thily aſſemble for the Deſtruction of every 
Engliſoman; let them appear foremoſt in the 
Undertaking, that it may be found all volun- 

tary and no Compullſion. _ 7 


At the ſame time, we ſhould bring ourſelves 
to think jt was all for our Good, and to an- 
ſwer ſome wiſe End, which we were not able 
from our weak Capacities to comprehend ; 
that having now tryed how) we could bear 
Adverſity, they will let looſe the Reins, and 
give us our full Scope of Freedom; when by 
the Blefling of God, the Goodneſs of our 
Sovereign, and the Unanimity of his Subjects, 
England ſhall again become a flouriſhing Na- 
tion; then ſhall we uncontrouled, extend 
our Trade and Commerce, whereſoever it 
will be to our Advantage; prove Conquerors 
in War, and ſettle a Peace, by laſting and 


honourable Treaties; then ſhall we reap all 
5 thoſe 


thoſe Bleſſings a happy People can enjoy, un- | 
der a benevolent and wiſe King. 


I preſume, my Fellow-ſufferers are not 
a little curious to know who theſe Wor- 
thies are, that (not only in open Defiance 
of our national Laws, but contrary to the 
Command of that All-wiſe Being, who is 
the ſole Author of every Thing) exert them- 4 
ſelves ſo ſtrenuouſly in the Defence of Game, þ 
they have ſo wickedly monopolized, and 
have ſo dexterouſly aimed at the Ruin of 
my poor Countrymen, as thinking it un- 
doubtedly the moſt ſecure, and likewiſe the 4 
moſt expeditious Way of gaining their Ends. | 
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To be ſure a Man, although he may be 
high in perſonal Eſteem, and rich to the ut- 
moſt of an avaritious With, I fay, one Man, 
even dignified with the Title of Honourable, 
Right Honourable, nay, His Grace himſelf, 
ingly, would not think it prudent to under- 
take 
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take ſo dangerous an Enterprize, as ruining 


a whole Nation ; however great his Ambi- 


tion may be, ſtill Self-preſervation argues 
the contrary. Therefore, and very wiſely 
too, an Aſſociation was deemed the moſt 
ſucceſsful Method to obviate our Liberty, 
and overwhelm us with Deſtruction. I 
1 have uſed my utmoſt Endeavours to procure 
| | a perfect and authentic Liſt of theſe Aſſo- 
| _ Ciatars for the Preſervation of the Game all 
| | over England, but met with Difficulties un- 
ll ſurmountable; neither Money nor Intereſt 
availed me aught, every Meaſure proved al- 
together fruitleſs, and I can attribute my bad 
Succeſs to nothing elſe, than the Cunning 
and Subtilty of theſe diabolical Agents, whoſe 
Names and Deeds are ſo properly adapted 
to the internal Regions, that they conſe- 
quently keep themſelves in Oblivion ; hid 
from all Mankind, diſpiſed and looked upon 
with Contempt by every one. Although 
my Attempts have been baffled, and my 
Schemes 


(41) 
Schemes have not proved ſufficient to produce 
the black Catalogue intire; nevertheleſs I 
have met with ſome Few, which I ſhall here 
preſent you with, and if it ſhould hereafter 
lie in my Power, by any Means whatever, 
to come at the Remainder of theſe Aſſoci- 
ators, you may be aſſured I ſhall ever be 
willing to oblige my good Countrymen with 
it, and, in any Thing elſe, to the utmoſt of 
my Abilities, they may command, 


Their moſt obedient l Servant, 


A True-born Engliſbman. 
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